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By estimation of Estonian environmental non-governmental organisations (NGO-s), up to 40% of timber produced in Estonia is produced illegally. Illegal is timber which is produced while violating various legal acts and causing economical, ecological or social damage. This timber is laundered and exported to Northern and Western Europe and marketed as legal product by many international companies with are having strict environmental and social standards. People in every Estonian forestry district and village know damaged forestry sites, but it is much more complicated to trace and map destination and final buyer of those trees felled illegally. Estonian weak environmental regulation and environmental minister Mr. Heiki Kranich from Reform Party, which represents mainly interests of industrialists, guarantees ultra liberal resource policy and cover for shadow forestry. About 80% of employees of Ministry of Environment were agitated to join the Reform Party during his governing time since 1999. 





Case of Lahemaa National Park, which is oldest in Estonia and selected as European Natura 2000 protection area.





Stage 1. In March 2002 the illegal logging in Lahemaa National Park, oldest in Estonia was documented and stopped. Illegal logging took place in the heart of National Park, Kotka village area, in forest unit with 130 ha area by different unknown shelve companies represented by Mr. Margo Klementa. More than 80 ha of National Park was destroyed. Discussion was raised by Estonian environmental NGO-s, media and public while Estonian officials reacted to damaged 80 ha with fine in amount of only 300 EUR.





Documented timber traces revealed that timber from this illegal cut ended up in Imavere Saw Mill (biggest in Estonia), owned by private companies Sylvester (56%) and Stora-Enso (33%). Imavere Saw Mill had Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) chain of custody certification during this Spring, certifier NepCon from Denmark conditioned to work out methods to control legality of sources of timber. 





Stage 2. In July 2002, as reaction of Estonian government was not strict at all towards shadow foresters, the same persons continued the illegal logging in same site in heart of Estonian biggest National Park. More than 100 ha were damaged. Issue was raised again by NGO-s, media and government. Officials reported that it is very difficult to evaluate environmental damage done and they couldn't stop the private company involved in illegal logging. Minister Mr. Heiki Kranich gave unclear answers; most notorious example of his ignorance is in his online interview given to Estonian daily Eesti Päevaleht (17.07.2002) (See Estonian text http://www.epl.ee/artikkel.php?ID=210031). According to official information the Environmental Inspection started the criminal case. Until today all materials are hided by same institution and they cannot even comment them because of the criminal case. Names and timber destinations are still hidden by same reason.





Stage 3. October 25, 2002 illegal logging was spotted by concerned local inhabitants in same site in National Park again. National Park administration and environmentalists alarmed the Police and Environmental Inspectorate on October 31, 2002. Logging was carried out by workers of unknown shelve company “Polar Puit.” Timber was owned by Sylvester Kuusalu, which is one regional branch of company Sylvester (which is one of the biggest timber industries in the Baltic States). Raw material sources of Sylvester are hidden and unclear as typical for Estonian companies, surrounded for laundering by lots of small intermediate companies. One of the biggest partners for Sylvester’s produced and laundered timber is well respected international company Stora-Enso. On August 15, 2002 the Stora-Enso announced that it will buy 66% of shares of Sylvester, the deal will be finished during 2002.





As in previous times the logging in National Park was not stopped in this case by officials because of the unclarity of nature conservation and forestry legislation and rights of private companies. Administration of National Park is left without any official support to protect this very valuable nature reserve and to preserve valuable future Natura 2000 area. The very fact that illegal forest clearcut in heart of the National Park remains virtually not punished is giving very negative signal to other forest owners in Estonia. As result of the situation, six biggest environmental organisations signed declaration on October 31, 2002 for resignation of the minister of environment (Estonian-language press release available at www.roheline.ee/press/press42.html), the declaration will possibly be backed with direct actions against ministry. This is first time after anti-soviet “phosphorite war” which was leaded by Estonian Green Movement-FoE, when environmental organisations are about to start direct actions against the government. There is already agreement with Estonian Prime Minister Mr. Siim Kallas to held a meeting with environmental NGO-s to discuss the illegal forestry issues on November 7, 2002.





Estonian Green Movement-FoE asks interested journalists to visit Estonia and to follow tracks of illegal timber from stumpages left to consumer markets in Western Europe. We are offering our help to arrange meetings with environmentalists, foresters, officials and industrialists. We can demonstrate Estonian resource management system, which allows to clearcut legally 38% of Estonian forest area during next 10 years. 


Also positive cases of Estonian forests will be presented as FSC certified State Forests and high conservative value forests.





Estonian Green Movement-FoE


Visiting: Veski Street 15-1, Tartu, Estonia


Mail to: PO Box 318, Tartu 50002, Estonia


Fax: +372-7-422084





Contact: 


Rein Ahas – forestry coordinator


Mobile phone +372-50-35914


reinahas@ut.ee





Hando Hain – forestry expert


Mobile phone +372-56-679888


haints@hot.ee





Peep Mardiste – chairman of the board


Mobile phone +372-50-78111


pepe@ut.ee








Appendices 


1.	Location chart of Lahemaa National Park and illegal logging in Postimees (PM, 14.05.2002) - http://194.204.30.64/postimees/failid/286/uud_rynn.jpg





List of main Newspaper Sources for illegal logging in Lahemaa National Park





Aripaev -Business News (AP) 25.10.2002. (www.aripaev.ee)


Postimees (PM) – biggest daily newspaper in Estonia (www.postimees.ee)


Eesti Päevaleht (EPL) – second newspaper in Estonia (www.epl.ee)





Illegal logging in Lahemaa NP


PM, 1.11.2002 Illegal logging resumed in Lahmemaa NP -


http://www.postimees.ee/index.html?op=lugu&rubriik=2&id=77636&number=&online=


PM, 16.07.2002 Criminal case against Klementa - http://www.postimees.ee/index.html?number=646&op=lugu&id=64613


PM, 11.07.2002 Illegal logging resumed in Lahemaa NP –


http://www.postimees.ee/index.html?number=646&op=lugu&id=64151


PM, 14.05.2002. Owners wasted more than 100 ha forests in Lahemaa National Park - http://www.postimees.ee/index.html?number=646&op=lugu&id=57880








EPL, 1.11. 2002 Illegal logging again in Lahemaa- http://www.epl.ee/artikkel.php?ID=219040


EPL,17.07.2002. Online interview with minister - http://www.epl.ee/artikkel.php?ID=210031


EPL, 16.07.2002 Criminal case against logging firm? - http://www.epl.ee/artikkel.php?ID=209970


EPL, 11.07.2002 Second illegal logging in Lahemaa - http://www.epl.ee/artikkel.php?ID=209665


EPL, 14.05.2002 – More than 100 ha forest destroyed in Lahemaa NP http://www.epl.ee/artikkel.php?ID=204150





Illegal timber trade 


AP 25.10.2002 Stora-Enso and Sylvester joining? http://www.aripaev.ee/mod/online/onl_news.pl?leht_id=&disp=2&uud_id=264340


Aripaev (Business News) 16.08.2002. Stora-Enso bought Sylvester


http://www.postimees.ee/index.html?number=646&op=lugu&id=61008


PM, 16.08.2002 – Sylvester bought by Stora-Enso –


http://www.postimees.ee/index.html?number=646&op=lugu&id=68113


PM, 10.07.2002 Illegal timber reached Imavere Saw Mill? –


http://www.postimees.ee/index.html?op=lugu&id=64098&number=646


PM, 11.06.2002. Imavere Saw Mill applying for FSC certificate


http://www.postimees.ee/index.html?number=646&op=lugu&id=61008











3.	List of important Web Sites


Estonian Green Movement-FoE – www.roheline.ee


Estonian Fund for Nature – www.elfond.ee


Estonian Ministry of Environment - www.envir.ee


Estonian Forest Industries Association - http://www.emtl.ee/


Union of Protected Areas of Estonia - http://www.ekal.org.ee/


Statistical Office of Estonia - http://www.stat.ee/


Map of Estonia - http://regio.delfi.ee/eestikaart/


General Estonian portal – www.delfi.ee


Introduction to Estonia - http://www.estonica.org/


 http://www.ciesin.ee/ESTCG/








